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South East Local Authority Challenge 2019 
7 March 2019 

We were delighted, with our partners Breckland Training Services, to present the second Local Authority 

Challenge for the South East region, held in Liphook on Thursday 7 March. 

The challenge pits teams of up to six participants against each other. The scenario is that they are the senior leadership 

team of a local authority, having had to take over the reins very quickly from predecessors who left under something of a 

cloud. 

The challenge is designed to encourage collaborative working, entrepreneurial thinking and problem solving, with partners 

taking the part of council leaders, local business leaders, members of the media and even local residents. 

The crises come thick and fast and participants have to think on their feet, work with their neighbours and hone their 

diplomatic skills under testing conditions. 



                    

         

                     

                     

         

                   

       

This year we welcomed 14 teams from across the region, including our first Fire and Rescue Service team, to the 

beautiful Gatsby conference centre at Old Thorns Hotel in Liphook. 

Limited information is provided up front to participants, to keep the feel of the event as realistic as possible. We 

are very grateful to the volunteers from our region who gave their time to act as council leaders, members of the 

press, business owners and any other role required of them. 

Teams had to make their own decisions about who to meet and when, with whom to collaborate and what 

information facing them was relevant or significant. 



                 

                     

     

                   
                   

                

                
         

  
   

 
    

  
   

    

  

   
 
    

  
    

  

 
    

  
  

   

Participants will receive detailed feedback reports within the next six weeks, outlining their strengths and weaknesses and 

suggested areas for improvement. SEE is happy to work with you to help develop your teams, and can deliver bespoke 

training to meet your needs. 

We have requested feedback from all team members, but what we've heard so far was very positive about a 
challenging, tiring but very rewarding day. One local team's Chief Executive dropped in after the event to see 

how they had done, and was probably gratified to hear that they really didn't want his job! 

And so to our winners! Awards were made in six categories. Below we list 
those shortlisted in each category, with the winner in bold. 

Best Media award 
Basingstoke and Deane 
Borough Council 
Brighton and Hove City 
Council Team 1 
Havant Borough Council 
and East Hants District 
Council 

Best Partnership 
award 
Basingstoke and Deane 
Borough Council 
Brighton and Hove City 
Council Team 1 
Brighton and Hove City 
Council Team 2 

Best Presentation 
Brighton and Hove City 
Council Team 1 
Oxfordshire County Council 
Tunbridge Wells Borough 
Council 



  
      

  
     

    
      

    

  
       

 
      

    
     

    

Most Valuable Player 
Giles Hippisley, Brighton and Hove City 
Council Team 2 
Connie Primmer, Chiltern District Council 
and South Bucks District Council 
Simon Carr, Hampshire Fire and Rescue 
Service 
Vicky Berry, Surrey County Council 

Best Chief Executive 
Liz Brand, Brighton and Hove City Council 
Team 2 
Dan Tasker, Hampshire Fire and Rescue 
Service 
Christina How, Havant Borough 
Council and East Hants District Council 
James Morton, Winchester City Council 



 
      

      

       

   

                
               

               
                   

   

        

       

Best Team 
Brighton and Hove City Council Team 1 

Brighton and Hove City Council Team 2 

Havant Borough Council and East Hants District Council 

Oxfordshire County Council 

And so huge congratulations to our winners for the second year running, Brighton and Hove City 
Council. Thanks to everyone to participated, to everyone who promoted the event within their 

organisation or on social media, and to our friends and partners Breckland Training Services who 
make the event such a success. We look forward to welcoming you at the third South East Local 

Authority Challenge in 2020! 
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